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to attract labour, and it was hoped for a time that the people would
be able to surmount their tiouble without help from Government. Dis-
tress subsequently manifested itself in the centre of the District, but
relief operations were at once undertaken and the acute stage was of
very short duration. Altogether 52,710 persons found employment in
relief works, and gratuitous relief was given to 153,200 persons, the
expenditure from public funds being Rs. 18,000. The District was,
however, never officially declared affected, and relief operations were
cairied on only for a few months on a small scale. In 1900 relief
works were opened in ample time ; the attendance on them was far
higher than in the previous famine ; and the distress that would other-
wise have ensued was thus to a great extent averted. The area affected
was 3,052 square miles, with a population of about 493,000 persons;
and in all, 1,134,287 persons (in terms of one day) received relief in
return for work and 516,400 persons gratuitously, the expenditure from
public funds being 2-3 lakhs. The distress was most acute in the centre
and west of the District, but, as far as is known, there were no deaths
from starvation.

In 1902 the District was divided into two subdivisions with head-
quarters at Ranch! and Gumla, and in 1905 a third subdivision was

formed with head-quarters at Khunti.    The staff at    . ,   . . A
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head-quarters   subordinate  to  the  Deputy-Commis-
sioner consists of a Joint and five Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, while
the Gumla subdivision is in charge of a Joint, and the Khunti sub-
division of a Deputy-Magistrate-Collector.

The chief court of the District, both civil and criminal, is that of the
Judicial Commissioner, who is the District and Sessions Judge. The
Deputy-Commissioner has special powers under section 34 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure to try all cases not punishable with death. The
civil courts include those of the Deputy-Collectors who try all original
rent suits, of two Munsifs at Ranch! and Gumla who have also the
powers of a Deputy-Collector for the trial of rent suits, and of a special
Subordinate Judge for the combined Districts of Hazaribagh and
Ranch!. The most common crimes are burglaries and those which
arise from disputes about land \ the latter are very frequent owing to
the unsettled nature of rights and areas, the ignorance of the common
people, and the greed of indifferent and petty landlords. Murders are
unusually frequent, as the aboriginal inhabitants are heavy drinkers,
believe in witchcraft, and have small regard for life.

The country was originally in the sole possession of the aboriginal
settlers, whose villages were divided into groups or paras each under
its manki or chief. These chiefs were subsequently brought under the
domination of the Nagbansi Rajas, who became Hinduized and by
degrees lost sympathy with their despised non-Hindu subjects. The